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Courtesy photos
Clockwise from top: Fledgling Round
Rock filmmaker C.C. Stinson (pic-
tured) has completed full-length fea-
tures, including “Breakdown” (top),
shorts such as “Hot Summer Daze”
and documentaries, such as “I Had A
Dream.” She left the corporate world
to follow her interest in acting and
directing. 

Attention to
the details

Filmmaker draws inspiration
from life’s finer points

By MARCIAL GUAJARDO
Managing Editor

Color C.C. Stinson’s world in natural
tones – sepia, gray, occasionally bright
green, and often backlit by all the colors
of a sunset. 

Stinson, a filmmaker living in Round
Rock since 2000, finds inspiration for
her scripts and shorts in the world
around her. She has drawn from her
own experiences, paying close atten-
tion to the power in the details of every-
day occurrences. 

That has included visiting her
father’s old Baltimore haunts upon his
passing and along the way learning of
the lasting impact he left on many in
that area, including those who didn’t
know him but had heard of his work. 

She recreated her own heartaches
and agonies in “Breakdown,” a full-
length feature that debuted in 2006. The
film focuses on a woman who initially
copes with an out-of-work husband
and later the loss of her own job. 

She most recently shot a documen-
tary on a homeless shelter in East
Austin. She filmed in high-definition, to
capture the daily struggles of people
there against simple backdrops such as
sunsets and poor neighborhoods. 

Stinson’s world isn’t full of ornamen-
tal extras; she’s still creating her niche in
filmmaking through her CCSquared
Productions film company after having
left the corporate world. But she’s no
longer, as she described, a corporate
“drone,” and, with her father as her
inspiration, is working to positively
impact those around her. 

“It was such a beautiful thing,” she

said in reference to visiting Baltimore
for her father’s funeral at a large church
– big enough to hold hundreds – over-
flowing with people whose lives her
father had touched. “Wow, if you can
touch so many people and just talk,
have such a life-sustaining impact on a
person’s life… if I can do that through
the power of film, I would feel I would
have lived a very special life.”

Stinson came to Round Rock
because of a job but had dabbled in
modeling during time spent in San
Antonio. That led to acting, which she
pursued after her move to Central
Texas, and is now signed to Acclaim
Talent Agency, one of the larger talent
agencies in the Austin area. 

However, she soon found roles are
limited locally for African-American
females. That moved Stinson, in her
30s, to take screenwriting classes and,
so far, finish “four to five” full-length
feature scripts and shorts, she said. 

Her trip to Baltimore for her father’s
funeral became “I Had A Dream,” a doc-
umentary shot with a camera she car-
ried everywhere she went while there. 

She followed that up with the emo-
tional and personal “Breakdown.” That
became even more personal and emo-
tional when she watched from the audi-
ence during the film’s initial screening. 

“Lo and behold, so many people
came up and said they could relate to
[the film],” she said. “So many conver-
sations came from that. That really
spurred me on. I thought, ‘I can really
do this.’”

She is currently concentrating on
documentaries, largely because they
are easier and less expensive to put

together, but is pursuing grants in the
hopes of allowing herself more oppor-
tunities in filmmaking. 

She cited director/writer Sofia
Coppola as an inspiration, and perhaps
has found a kindred spirit. Coppola,
after all, directed “The Virgin Suicides” –
about a group of teens impacted by the
suicide of a girl – and “Marie
Antoinette” – the tragic story of the
French monarch who dealt with the
heavy choices involved in being queen
at the age of 15. 

Stinson referred to herself as a
“social advocate who happens to be a
filmmaker” and alluded to her most
successful short thus far, “Hot Summer
Daze” as an example of subtle social
advocacy. The whimsical piece about
trying to stay cool in sizzling weather
centers on a group of children of all
races and nationalities each in the pur-
suit of ice cream. 

“When people see that kids can play
together, then they can reflect on them-
selves,” she noted. 

She is currently working on an anti-
discrimination documentary – which
has gotten airtime on PBS – reviewing
footage from the documentary on the
homeless and working with an anima-
tor to create an animated short. Shy by
nature, she has never had trouble div-
ing into something new, and often finds
herself involved in a number of projects
simultaneously.

“I love figuring things out,” she said.
“I may not always be successful, but
before I leave this world, I’d like to say I
tried it.”

For more information on C.C.
Stinson, visit CCSquared.com . 

        


